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11 November 2001

The HONORABLE HILARIO G. DAVIDE, JR.

Chief Justice

Supreme Court of the Philippines

Padre Faura, Manila

S i r :

In view of Your Honor’s “cease and desist” letter,  permit me to just briefly bring out a few but fundamental considerations in reply to PJ Garchitorena’s tirade against me.

Please forgive me, Sir, for one exception to my announcement to the effect that I shall come out no more, in compliance with  Your Honor’s “cease and desist” letter,  on the “running controversy”.  One exception if only to “equalize” matters as we go into the meeting at Your Honor’s Office tomorrow noontime, considering that PJ Garchitorena came out, publicly, with arguments in his own defense, also going into the meeting tomorrow.

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE THAT PRESIDING JUSTICE (PJ) GARCHITORENA LIED DELIBERATELY WHEN HE SAID “THERE IS HARDLY ANY JUDICIAL WORK IN THE CHAMBER OF JUSTICE BADOY”

1. Here is the letter of  Mr. Felizardo G. Dalida,  a staff member with whom I have worked most closely, requesting for a transfer of assignment to another office because

“… Justice Badoy usually works way beyond the official time, almost daily, and sometimes weekends that I feel fatigue due to lack of rest.”

This letter was addressed to the PJ, so, he cannot feign ignorance of the same.

2. Among the Justices, including the PJ himself, with the Plunder case, I have the heaviest load.  This situation is exacerbated by the fact that,  among the Justices, including the PJ himself, I have the most horrendously inadequate staff.  

If the regular workload of a Division Chairman - without any Plunder case  - is set at 100%,  with his regular support staff also set at 100%  the Plunder case alone, in my assessment, weighs some 500%, giving me an aggregate workload of 600%, with my support staff remaining at the same level of 100%.

To remedy the situation, I requested for additional personnel.

· Each Division is entitled to 2 lawyers, 2 stenographers, 1 executive assistant, 2 legal researchers, and 1 clerk.  

· Before I made  my request, I had NO lawyers (I am entitled to 2) for several months going into the arraignment in the Plunder case (both had resigned:  one because her husband did not allow her to return from the States; the other had to relocate and live with her mother in Aklan), 2 stenographers (one has since transferred to the newly-appointed Justice), 1 executive assistant, and NO clerk (I am entitled to 1) of court.  I needed to have that shortfall filled in.  And, because of the Plunder case, I also requested for 2 additional lawyers, 1 stenographer and 1 legal assistant.  In other words, ALL I ASKED FOR WAS 4 ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL TO MEET THE DEMANDS CREATED BY THE PLUNDER CASE.  SUCH A SIMPLE, REASONABLE REQUEST!  THE PJ REFUSED!

3. Among the Justices, including the PJ himself, I put in the most number of hours into my work in the Court, extending into the unholy hours of 1, 3, 4, 5 in the morning, and at one time, till 6:07 of the following morning!

4. Among the Justices, including the PJ himself, I am the only one, for long periods of time (now stopped because of the peremptory order of my Doctor), who would come into the Sandiganbayan Building only on Monday morning and leave the same Building, for the very first time during the whole week, Friday afternoon! Staying inside that Building- practically shutlling between my office, the Court Room, and my small cubicle that has become practically my “residence”!

ON THE CHARGE OF THE PJ HAVING PRESSURED ME TO RESIGN – EVIDENCE.

1.
Just my simple request for additional staff because of the sheer volume of work and grossly inadequate staff support was seized upon by the PJ as the occasion to write his tirade against me in his October 11 letter to the Chief Justice. NOT PRESSURING ME TO RESIGN?
2.  Out of exasperation and profound disappointment, I even offered to withdraw the whole request for additional staff but the PJ haughtily, arrogantly said “No” and grabbed the occasion to write his letter, furnishing the Justices of the Third Division with the same, not to mention the fact of copies also being distributed to media by his Office and upon the PJ’s instructions, admittedly to defend himself. NOT PRESSURING ME TO RESIGN?
3.  Upon receipt of the Chief Justice’s letter to him (acting upon my request for additional staff), in my absence, the PJ closeted himself with Justices Teresita Leonardo de Castro and Ricardo M. Ilarde, instead of taking up the matter with me first. NOT PRESSURING ME TO RESIGN?
What was the meeting for?  Obviously, to gather material for the tirade against me before the Chief Justice.  NOT PRESSURING ME TO RESIGN?
He also closeted himself with the Third Division’s Clerk of Court, came up with the written directive to submit a report on how much I have accomplished and how much I have not acted upon.

4.  
In the closed door conference, he eventually brought out my alleged deficiencies, in the process, looking at the two Justices and Clerk of Court, obviously for confirmation.  NOT PRESSURING ME TO RESIGN?  

5. In that meeting, I challenged the PJ, in the presence of the other Justices and the Clerk of Court – “Just give me the additional support staff and I guarantee you, Sir, that in a month’s time, I will clear everything.”

He replied  --  “Let’s not play games here.”

I replied --  “No, Sir, no games here!  I am dead serious.  I challenge you, Sir.  Just give me the staff.  I’ll clear all (that’s pending) in one month.” 

PJ replied:  “Oh no, no, no…”

To which, I said:  “I can see, Sir, you are afraid to accept the challenge and lose.” NOT PRESSURING ME TO RESIGN?
6. At the time, the only reason he gave was, “We do not have that kind of a budget.  You can try the Chief Justice.”  Which I did.  And for which the Chief Justice wrote the PJ, saying –

a. From the explanation of Justice Badoy, the need is critical.

b. This can be done on a contractual basis.

c. It would be highly appreciated if you give me a favorable recommendation which I could then approve to authorize you to use your savings.

The result? All this gulo-gulo!  This time, coming out with all kinds of reasons, where before, his only objection was “not having that kind of budget.” NOT PRESSURING ME TO RESIGN?
Thank You.

Very respectfully,

ANACLETO D. BADOY, JR.

Chairman

Third Division
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